MEPEEST FOODSERVIGE NEWS wawi mrc-fur-#}miwﬂu'rmu'm.nlm_

JURNAALIGRIST, 2061

lndiana ASECEE W W N W RS
The Port Drive-In is a Blast From The Past!

By Barbara Rclek

Completr with - wallerakating
carhaps, homemaile rool beer anid
2 seervt chili recipe, Chesterinn's
Mt Dlve-lis (s one af i ey
guthentie 19505 drive-ins sill oper-
alleig dn tie Undted Sates o

“We're a by brecd,” say own-
ek Terry and Beth Gasomag

Thie uq-.|.1||:;1=-an|l-hr-:rn11 il
cubery Faciog busy Galwred Road
lias b in operstion lor 53 years
anid eomid by dlae Gassaway family
alniee 1954,

Elzie mnd Yirgil Gassowny, Termy's
jareils, calledl 1 The Snack Shack,
imtil il e Pom Drive-In ovel:
verd [ il s leese af the higl
vedimse of feach raflic fmm ihe
Licliara Disen Natlooal Lakeshare,

Formmer teachers, Terry and Helh
lefi thielr sebsool jobis o take aver the
operation in 1975 and sibdeqibel-
K purcliased i1 in 1978, They ame
comunltted s mahsaining Teory's
parends’ revipes for chill, cnleskrw
arel poet esr, anid preserving thie
charcier of o *505 drive-In.

The moil beer 15 avadlalile Ly B
gallon, hall pallon, quart, or by the

phiss mug, which weighs 1 ponnd,
pnikding earrying o dnw laden with
ey musgs and food fo easy Teal for
iy sever, O alaates, #i' @ herole
effort the carhops make with good
chier

Alongside the  splis, sodas,
shalies an floats are Green River (2
Chicago beverage mrely seen ang-
mioret anid Spert (1 combination of
ol i orasge phoaphie), 108
really popubar i Germany, We dis:

covered i on 2 irig to vt my hus
band's nebatives il inlsodiaced W
hieere,” Deth says.

Thie large menia lealkires avry-
il fram BLT and fried s o
lecp-ried il pickles and pochi-
led—a ehilll-chesie dog bnoa Fair
tortila. Tut their bestosellers m-
aalis the chili-dog dnd rool beer,
the plate-sizel pork terdertoin
sapsilwiches unil fried aenell

Thee busy stanil features bouths

for indune dining m @ roam plas
tered with pictures of the kpocts
e (he Gssoways have sl
poresd gver the years anil paduabion
piciures of the many feenagers who
feavie enjoyed thiir shudoes anid frivs

Sewenty-five percenl of the drive-
in's husiness i5 from ear service;
requiring a staffof 22, mest of them
faaryg-tinnee exnployees whi started in
higls schood aol refiirm evry su-
mer durng college hreaks

"o nit iy bebieie In ekd-faik.
jored treats and an old-Bshioned
simosphere, we bellovn in old-fub-
fiumvesd vadues,” Bl says, "Whe we
full our emphiees 1o be Ticre at
10:30 ami., we don't miean 10:35,
and I!|r!|' ahicle by "

Lzt ot tle Gssowags are
learaly tnskinasiers, mention ni
[ made of ihe oy whipped-
cremn Fiphts that have faken place
ot the eluse of s Dusiness sy,

The Port sl has aresary-dral
febepbioaie, 0 lonemnibe Glcket
holder made of wire and clofhes-
i, aned 1he carlops sl wiss goin
champers o e belts.

“Their math improves when
they coime do work fur g becaise
e have o calcubasoes and oo cash
pigliters Ao figieee oaig the right
chunge (or e, Beth sas,

e ol e frw concessions o
madern times made by e
Grassowaps i awitching (b carhops
from ghkates s roller  hikasdes
hecanise i's easier for them to stop

=k ailll ask, “Cam voai molles
skate? om our - application bud #'s
jil & enlichn of enpliymiont,”
Beih safs

Weather is o fcior in helr busl-
pess anid 901 had 8 profound
iflect, Bilh sy,

[ iness was 5o sk, e coull
e chosed for il season Bid
we're figheers and we've just come
AT g recond-hreaking seasons.”

The Foet Divee-Dis i3 nl caily part
of Chesterton’s Iocal histoes, s 2
jatlonal Wi treasire licaiod al
419§ Calumet Road, 16 is apen
fenmy anlohlanehy drnugh mild Ot
ober untid 9 pon. iy wod can be
reaclbed by delephone al (215) 9206
150, W



