The Port a safe haven

By Laura Paul-Hatcher
Comespondand

CHESTERTON — After & long day in the
durnes, hungry customers, with at:li in
their shoes can stop for a chili dog and root
bear at The Port Drive-In, said eo-owner
Beth Gassowary:

“There aren't many drive-ing left,” said
Gassoway, wno runs the business along
m‘.‘.}i her |I:|13::.d.. Terrs

*It’s actually getting to the point where
Ee pie come in wha have never been to a

rive-in before. They say, *0hb, yon Rook the
trays on the windows and bring food to the
mrla—

A familv-owned bufiness since 1857,

 said, The Port 13 the oldest busis
pege mn Uhesterton under the same fumer-

ghi

"%hls.ss an onginals” she said, “This is the
way it was in the is. T like Lo tell people
We Ere a IVIng museum er.h pur rotary
phone, juke box and neon signs,”
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Gazzowsy said The Fort 5611 rells home-
made root bear in chilled mugs and chili
dags made from & secret family recipe.

"The chili was developed by Elzie
Gassaway, Terry's u:uu-ﬂ::er, in the ‘Bl and i5
still the recipe we uze,” she satd. *Its a wells
guarded secret. My husband is the enly ane
wha knows how 1o make it."

The mena hag expanded ginee the busi-
meds operied and today inclodes more than
50 pandwiches, homemade soups and ice-
Erpam.

Tracey Hall, &, a waitress ai The Port
simee she was' 16, said customers like the
puthentic feel of the restznrant,

“People my ape saw this kind of thing on
“Happy Days, * =aid Hall of the leng-run-
ming teievison show now in syndication.

She gaid many of the waitresaes deliver
erders on rollar ghates.

*I don't do the skating,” s=id Hell. “I'm
=fraid to skate, but the other girls get pret
iy gu-:-d. tips and customers think its pretiy
neat.”

Gagsowsy s4id The Port 15 open March
thraugh October. During the off-sessan, she
snd her hushand “head to the mountaing”
jo o akiing,

“The fun part 1= when Wwe cloge for the
winter gnd eome back ghch veor,” said
Gapsoway, “It's fun ta spo our loval cos-
tomers. It's like greeting old frienda ™

Crizzowny sald the greatesd challenge of
her Businéss is treining tesnagers, *This is
the first job for many of them,” she sid
“We try to teach the work pthid; thiz iz the
meal world.”

Taking a bit of & elep into the 1900s,
Gassoway said the dining room “went come
pletely amoke-fres this vear”

"It was & very 905 1.]1.1'11!-?‘ ta do, Bl wa
decided it was time for that” she 25i8,
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